City of The Highlands, Kansas

COUNCIL MEETING Minutes

September 27, 2018, 6:00 PM   Held at Nickerson City Hall, Nickerson, Ks
________________________________________________________________________

I. CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Penny called the meeting to order on September 27, 2018 at 6:00 P.M.

II. ROLL CALL:  Bonnie Teel, Mark Kerschen, Butch Neel, Dwight Gehring (Curtis Overton absent)
III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE AMERICAN FLAG:  The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag led by Mayor Penny
IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Meeting 9/13/18 Bonnie Teel motion to approve.  Butch Neel Second.  Passed 4-0.    Meeting 9/17/18  Dwight Gehring motion to approve.  Butch Neel Second.  Passed 4-0.    Meeting 9/18/18  Dwight Gehring motion to approve.  Butch Neel Second.  Passed 4-0.     (minutes were one regular and two special)       
V. BUSINESS (no agenda was requested or prepared):   
1. Robert Bowman requested permit for decking.  AZRC had not had time to review but Mayor Penny had looked and no issues were observed.   Dwight Gehring motioned to approve permit.  Butch Neel second.   Passed 4-0
2. General discussions of changes to permits for repair and remodel and for lawn and accessory structures.    Changes were requested to change sequence of questions and make contractor names only “as applicable”.      Mark Kerchen motion to approve new permit for repair and remodel and lawn and accessory permit – both with changes as discussed.   Butch Neel second.   Passed 4-0.

3. Mayor Penny reported on:

a) Discussion with Reno County Sheriff.  Sheriff’s department will enforce all “state laws” and will be willing to come to a meeting to discuss.  
b) Map is being prepared by Reno County for lots/parcels showing owner names ( to be used for mowing or otherwise needed).

c) New letter requested by Grant Township being prepared for refunding of 2018 taxes.  Township wants The Highlands to indemnify them from any legal consequences of refunding tax monies.
d) Crazy Horse road repair quote from “Powered By Me” needs to be followed up on for references and quality of work.  Insured / Bonded?

e) Reno County Public Works plan to turn utilities over to The Highlands.   Conversation between Mo Penny and the County indicated that such changes had to be mutually agreed to; they would be moved to be reviewed in 7 to 10 years;  no additional burden would be placed on The Highlands due to utilities.
4. Discussion of construction fees and what size would determine difference between lawn/accessory building and a Secondary Structure.  Consensus was since we are rural. Twice the 120 sq ft limit of Hutchinson would be appropriate.    Above 240 sq ft would constitute a Secondary Structure.   Resolution 2018-0015 was presented to set fees.   Mark Kerschen motion to approve resolution with discussed changes.  Dwight Gehring second.   Passed 4-0.    Fees set to $500 new Residential Structure, $100 Secondary Structure, $0 Lawn and Accessory Structure,  $100 Remodel of structure to add any usable space, $0 interior Residential renovation.

5. Discussed mowing right of way options.  Consensus to find way to avert high costs of contracting.  No action.

6. Butch Neel requested “No Outlet”  sign for 95th st.   No action.   
VI. ADJOURNMENT:

Mark Kerschen motion to adjourn meeting.    Butch Neel second.  Passed 4-0
