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City of The Highlands, Kansas
COUNCIL MEETING Minutes
February 28th, 2019, 6:00 PM   Held at Nickerson City Hall, Nickerson, Ks
________________________________________________________________________
I. CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Penny called the meeting to order on February 28th, 2019 at 6:00 P.M.

II. ROLL CALL:   Ken Nuss, Bonnie Teel,  Mark Kerschen, Butch Neel, Dwight Gehring

III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE AMERICAN FLAG:  Led by Mo Penny

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:    Minutes from 02/07/2019 – Butch Neel motion to approve.  Dwight Gehring second.   Passed 5-0.     

V. REQUESTS/PRESENTATIONS 
· Vicki Nuss, on behalf of ladies in the community wanting to give a warm welcome to new residents, presented what they had put together as a welcome gift.   The Council members are in agreement that it was a great idea and look forward to the response as families are greeted.
· A mention of placing resident's names, phone and email address on website was made but questions of privacy were brought up.   Will check into it.
      

VI. BUSINESS :    
1. Request for new quotes on paving a section leading to the golf club will be made later when the weather is more accommodating.    The need for temporary patches several places was noted.     No Action.

2. Report on mitigation of fire hazard by Butch Neel.  Owner of field to the south of city willing to work with mowing a fire break and a future controlled burn off.   Surrounding property owners would be contacted for similar interests.   Butch noted we still need a list of high-risk residents
Bonnie Teel reported on Kansas Forestry Service and plan to visit The Highlands, attend the Council meeting and discuss option for hazard mitigation.   Would be willing to return for a town hall meeting.    No Action.

3. Bonnie Teel gave update on USD#309 proposed bond issue.   The admin description of impact to taxes, etc.  seems to be in error and need to find out where the Disparity is at.   No Action required at this point.

4. Report on City Ordinance no. #2019-07 ( right of way ):  is published and in effect.   No Action required. 

5. Report on City Ordinance no #2018-02.   The city attorney marked the document for repeal and replacement.  There are currently projects in process under the -02 ordinance as well as permits, etc. that reference the -02.   The city clerk suggested the ordinance be review and amended rather than replaced, in order to avoid inherent problems of replacing.   Consensus to amend if possible.    Will be working toward that goal.

6. Report by Bonnie Teel on unexpected tax revenue.   The state sent a portion of sales tax that is based on mill levy.   Since we have a very low mill levy the amount was not a large amount but helps.  No Action.
 
7. Butch Neel reported on stop sign that was removed by a vehicle accident.   He replaced the sign with new post but asked that signs be left and propped up - not removed from the site – and call 911.     Question arose about breakaway posts but the attending Sheriff' deputy noted that the county replaces with plain 4x4 wood.      No Action.

8. Roads Report – Butch Neel was removing snow from the most recent snowfall until after midnight.    Jeff Jackson also used his equipment to clear roads.   The city needs to have volunteers fill in forms for day and event, time spent and estimated cost.   It is necessary to budget funds in the future.  Tabled.

9. New Ordinances to contract for municipal court judge, clerk and attorney and set fees were presented.     Dwight Gehring motion to approve Charter Ordinance No. 05 and No. 06 as written and send to attorney, publishing.  Butch Neel second.   Passed 5-0

10. Comment made to all Council members that filing to run for office deadline will be June 1st.   Noted a refile of Significant Interest forms if changes over the past year warrant a refile.       No Action required




11. Town Hall Meeting needs to be scheduled for the purpose of general updates for city residents and to hear concerns and comments.   The proposed date is April 18th, subject to clubhouse availability and speaker conflicts.   Mark Kerschen to check on clubhouse schedule.  
Town Hall Meeting agenda needed.   Council to consider issues to present.   Tabled to next meeting.

12. Appointment of AZRC still need commitments for prospective committee members.  Tabled until next meeting.

13. A Board of zoning appeals is recommended as a check and balance for occasions where a building permit has been denied or violation of zoning ordinances appear to exist.   Three residents will be asked to serve.      The ordinance to give authorization will be written and present as time allows.   

14. The Governing Body in accordance with city ordinance No. 2018-02 and in respect of home rule authority is determined to have met the need for a planning board and established the long term plan for the city.  No future changes in zoning or districts shall take place without Council approval.   No further Action taken.

15. General discussions of priorities for the City.   Butch Neel commented on the need for a mower attachment to be prepared for mowing right of way.    No Action.



I. ADJOURNMENT:
Mark Kerschen motion to adjourn meeting.    Bonnie Teel second.     Passed 5-0



